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Above: During the annual Week With a Purpose students venture into the 

Racine community to perform various acts of service.  This year SCHS is  

unveiling a new Service Program which will see students performing acts like 

this all year long.  (See Principal Noonan’s letter on p. 3 for more information.)  

http://www.saintcats.org
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From the Desk of Dr. Noonan 

 

Dear SCHS Community: 

 

In just a few weeks, the 2014-2015 school year will begin – the 150th year of St. Catherine’s High School. 

Through all these years, the fundamental purpose has been to educate young women and men in the Catholic,  

Dominican tradition, giving particular emphasis to the pillars of prayer, study, community and service.   

 

As a clear way to honor this tradition of service, so selflessly modeled for us by the Racine Dominicans, I am pleased 

to announce a comprehensive approach to engaging all SCHS students, grades 6-12, in ongoing annual community 

service.  Please read the informational letter about the SCHS Service Program and review the document which  

outlines specific grade level participation requirements.  

 

And a very important reminder, all students and parents must attend the pre-class registration day on Monday,  

August 18.  Please review the Registration Day Information that has been shared over these past several months.  

It is very important that all students and parents attend in order to handle the logistical items that set the foundation 

for the school year. 

 

With regard to new faculty and staff, this summer we welcomed Dean of Students, Mr. Mark Duckworth, and  

Director of Counseling, Ms. Kari Stankowski.   Joining our faculty full-time will be Mr. Rob McKee, grade 6-8 Science 

Teacher, and Ms. Noelle Steffen, grade 6-8 English Teacher.  Mr. McKee covered a long-term leave assignment last 

fall and subbed throughout the year.  Mr. McKee has an undergraduate degree from the University of Wisconsin-

Oshkosh and earned his master’s degree in science at the University of California Davis.  As for Ms. Steffen, she has 

been with us since January and has completed her master’s degree in education from Alverno College.  Joining the 

faculty in the area of Religious Studies will be Mr. Matthew Wisnoski and Ms. Kari Kruser.  Mr. Wisnoski earned his 

undergraduate degree in Theology at the University of Dallas, and he will teach at the high school level.  Ms. Kruser 
is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin – Stevens Point and has spent the past several years coordinating  

religious education and youth ministry programs; she will teach at the middle school level.  Also joining the faculty 

will be Mrs. Rachel Burton-Grinde (actually rejoining as she was on staff several years ago) and Mr. Mark Malone.  

Mrs. Burton-Grinde will serve part-time as the Learning Resource Center Assistant, and Mr. Malone will teach Physi-

cal Education part-time. 

 

Over the past two years I have written often of the importance of recognizing and actively embracing our Catholic, 

Dominican mission.  All of us – students, parents, and staff – have a responsibility to continually strive to embrace 

our role as students of the Gospel.  In that spirit, let us be patient, understanding, and forgiving toward one another.  

When there are shortcomings and mistakes throughout the school year, and there certainly will be as we are all  

imperfect and sinful people, let us strive to take a more Christ-like approach to kindly and respectfully dealing with 

the concerns and challenges before us.  May there be greater efforts to speak and meet directly and have  

constructive dialogue in order to seek more genuine understanding.  

 

As we begin this landmark school year, let us do so in a way that focuses on what is best about SCHS in love and 

service to God.  Our priorities of mission first, then academics, followed by a healthy engagement in school activities 

is clearly what makes us the rich Catholic, Dominican community we are.  

 

May God bless the school year ahead, 

 

 

 

 

 
Dr. Thomas Noonan, Principal  
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First Can’t Miss Event of 2014-15: All-Student Registration Day on Monday, August 18 

 

Hopefully everyone has Monday, August 18, circled in red on their wall calendars and entered into their cell phones. 

If not, go do it right now! (The Veritas can wait.)  In an effort to welcome families back and help them understand the 

many logistics that go along with starting a new year, SCHS is holding its All-Student Registration Day on  

Monday, August 18, in the school library for ALL families grades 6-12.  Attendance is mandatory. 

 

The purpose of the day is to complete a number of elements: from confirming the school has completed emergency 

cards to taking yearbook photos and providing student ID cards to issuing locker assignments and iPads. Taking care 

of everything in one day will improve our efficiency in serving students and parents and will also ensure everything is 

in good order before classes begin on August 20.  You can find everything you need to know in the Registration Day 

Info Packet.  Be sure to read this before coming as different time slots are assigned for different grades. Questions 

about Registration Day should be directed to Tiana Eaves, SCHS Office Manager, at 632-2785 ext. 413. 

 

Initial Chance to Mingle: New Middle School Student Picnic is Sunday, August 10 

 

On Sunday, August 10, all new middle school students are invited to a picnic (rain or shine) for their first taste of life 

at SCHS.  Students can join us from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. in Aquin Yard across from Door #2. Sorry parents, this party is 

for new middle schoolers only.  The RSVP deadline for the picnic was 7/25, but please contact Angie Peterson,  

Admissions Director, at 632-2785 ext. 429 with late responses. Students are still welcome to attend, but t-shirt size 

cannot be guaranteed. 

 

 

Class of 2018: Who’s Ready for Some Fun (and free food)? 

 

Ready to meet your classmates for the next four years?  The annual summer  

picnic for incoming freshmen is scheduled for Thursday, August 14, from 6:00 - 

7:30 p.m. in Aquin Yard across from Door #2.  The event will be held rain or 

shine.  The RSVP deadline for the picnic was 7/25, but please contact  

Angie Peterson, Admissions Director, at 632-2785 ext. 429 with late responses. 

Students are still welcome to attend, but t-shirt size cannot be guaranteed.   

 

 
Get Acclimated: New Student Walkthrough Day (Mandatory) is 

Tuesday, August 19 

 

All new students, grades 6-9, are required to attend Walkthrough Day 

on Tuesday, August 19.  

 

Check-in takes place in the auditorium lobby from 7:45 - 8:00 a.m. with event 

presentation beginning promptly at 8:00. Students will walk through their 

schedules allowing them to meet teachers and get out those jitters  

before school begins the following day. Uniforms are required and attendance 

will be taken. Students should leave their iPads at home, but remember them 

on the first day of school.  

 

Parents can pick up outside doors #1 or #2 at 11:15 a.m. Contact Angie  

Peterson, Admissions Director, or (262)632-2785, ext. 429 with any  

concerns or questions.   

Admissions News 

https://static.squarespace.com/static/529f760ae4b0dfa4e475bf47/t/53bdb953e4b0dd89ea27f046/1404942675408/14-15%20Registration%20Day.pdf
https://static.squarespace.com/static/529f760ae4b0dfa4e475bf47/t/53bdb953e4b0dd89ea27f046/1404942675408/14-15%20Registration%20Day.pdf
mailto:teaves@saintcats.org
mailto:apeterson@saintcats.org
mailto:apeterson@saintcats.org
mailto:apeterson@saintcats.org
mailto:apeterson@saintcats.org


 

Back-to-School Night (August 27) Offers Parents Chance to Experience a Day in the Life of 

their Student 

 

All parents or guardians of students grades 6-12 are invited to Back-to-School Night on Wednesday, August 27, to 

meet your child’s teachers and experience a typical day in your student’s life.  Parent attendance is strongly  

encouraged as meeting your child’s educators is very important to the success of your student’s learning.  The even-

ing will begin promptly at 6:00 p.m. in the Foster Auditorium with an address by President Christopher Olley and  

Principal Dr. Tom Noonan.  After that you will experience your son or daughter’s exact schedule with short  

10-minute classes.  Simply review the Back-to-School Night form with your son or daughter to record instructor 

names and room numbers.  We look forward to seeing on the 27th!  Questions about Back-to-School Night?   

Contact Tiana Eaves, Office Manager, at 632-2785 ext. 413. 

 

Don’t Delay: Purchase Your School Uniforms Today 

 

Did you order school uniforms yet? If not, time is closing in quickly! Lands' End needs 7-10 additional days just for 

embroidery, so please plan accordingly. New students must be in uniform on Walkthrough Day and all students on 

the first day of school. No exceptions.  Visit the official SCHS site at Lands’ End today. 

 

Mock Trial Team Still Searching for Additional Lawyer 

 

The SCHS Mock Trial team is looking for one additional lawyer who would be willing to coach October to January 

(about 1.5 hours/week). If interested, please contact Beverly Eppler, Mock Trial Advisor, at 632-2785 ext. 307. 

 

NHS Members Encouraged to Help with Upcoming New Student Events 

 

Attention Current NHS Members: We hope you're having a great summer! As you know, you have to complete 10 

additional service hours this year, and it's important that NHS members have a strong presence at school events 

since you're terrific representatives of our school community.  With that in mind, please consider helping out at one 

of the following: 

 

Middle School Picnic: Sunday, August 10, 5:45-7:45 p.m. 

Freshman Picnic: Thursday, August 14, 5:45-7:45 p.m. 

New Student Walkthrough Day: Tuesday, August 19, 7:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.  

 

Please contact Ms. Aliya Pitts if you are willing and able to assist.  For Juniors and Seniors: If you're eligible for NHS  

induction this year, you'll be receiving a letter and application instructions at home prior to September 1st.   

Keep an eye on that mailbox! 

 

Here Before You Know It: Homecoming Dates Announced 

 

Homecoming 2014 will be held the week of Monday, September 15.  The dance will be on  

Saturday, September 20. Watch upcoming Weekly Rundowns and next month’s Veritas as 

detailed schedules and a theme for the week are unveiled. 
 

 

 

 

 

General Announcements 
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Sesquicentennial Logo Unveiled as SCHS Prepares to  

Celebrate 150 Years 

 

This upcoming school year St. Catherine’s celebrates its 150th year of education.  

This summer, working in concert with the 150th Advisory Committee, SCHS  

created a special sesquicentennial logo which you will see a lot of throughout the 

upcoming year. 

 

Please watch upcoming Weekly Rundowns and future issues of the Veritas for  

celebration plans throughout 201-15 and specifics on how you can get involved. 

 

 

New and Improved saintcats.org Ready for Clicks 

 

While the URL for the school’s website is the same (www.saintcats.org) the new and improved look is quite different. Eager to 

utilize the incredible photography captured throughout the year by the Lance yearbook staff, we hope you enjoy the beautiful 

imagery and streamlined design.   

 

Earn Tuition Credit, Help Fund General Scholarship Fund with SCRIP  

 

SCRIP is a valuable program allowing our families to earn tuition and support the school’s Scholarship Fund through 

the purchase of gift cards to local establishments.  Last year alone SCHS families earned over $14,000 in  
tuition credit and raised over $9,000 for the Scholarship Fund. 

 

Whether you are purchasing school supplies at Target, Wal-Mart or Shopko, grabbing groceries at  Piggly Wiggly, 

Pick N’ Save or Woodman’s, filling up at Kwik Trip, BP or Speedway, or dining out at Infusino’s, Charcoal Grill, 

Chancery, Buffalo Wild Wings or Red Lobster (not to mention MANY more), SCRIP has you covered.  Still need 

uniforms for the upcoming year?  Land’s End Scrip at a 16% rebate is an amazing opportunity to purchase uniforms 

and earn rebates all at once!   

 

Whether you prefer purchasing via our order form and picking up your gift cards at SCHS, buying SCRIP online or 

utilizing SCRIP Now to purchase certificates and print them at home, SCRIP is easy to use and accessible for  

everyone.  For more information visit the SCRIP webpage or send any questions you might have to 

scrip@saintcats.org.  Happy shopping! 

 

Angels to Once Again Participate in Soles for Catholic Education Walk 

 

Students, teachers and parents are invited to represent SCHS and walk in the Soles for Catholic Education event 

being hosted by the Milwaukee Archdiocese on Saturday, October 25, at Mount Mary University. St. Catherine’s is 

hoping to send 50 participants to represent the school at this event benefitting Catholic schools in southeastern 

Wisconsin.  Participants will not be required to fundraise.  Students from any grade (6-12) are invited to attend.   

For more information about the school’s participation in Soles for Catholic Education please contact Beth Mudlaff, 

Student Activities Director, at 632-2785 ext. 306. 

 

General Announcements 
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Introducing the Dean: A Note from Mr. Mark Duckworth 

 

Hello all: 

 

I'm very excited about becoming the new Dean of Students at St. Catherine's High School. As a graduate of SCHS I fully  

understand the tradition, history, and the overall expectations of this institution. 

 

As Dean my first priority is to build and establish a positive rapport with students, staff and families. In addition, I will help 

maintain an environment that is conducive to learning by promoting good attendance, ensuring school safety, identifying 

students with attendance issues and disciplinary problems, and communicating with staff and parents to create positive  

outcomes. 

 

I look forward to working with everyone in the St. Cat's family. Please feel free to stop in and say hello. As always if you have 

any questions or concerns do not hesitate to contact me. Let's have a great school year! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mark Duckworth ’82 

 

Mr. Duckworth’s office is located in the main office. He can be reached at mduckworth@saintcats.org. 

 

McGuire Golf Scramble, Alumni HOF & Reunion Weekend Set for Last Weekend in September 

 

The final weekend in September (26-28) promises to be a busy one for friends and alums of SCHS.   

 
The school’s annual Reunion Weekend will kickoff with the John McGuire Golf Scramble at Ives Grove on Friday 

afternoon followed by the reception and dinner at Infusino’s.  (As always, this popular event is open to ALL golfers, 

not just those celebrating a reunion.)   

 

On Saturday not only will SCHS induct its 2014 Alumni Hall of Fame class, but several classes - 1959, 1964, 1974, 

1979 and 1994 - will be hosting individual class celebrations.  Individual class reunion signup is available via the  

Reunion Weekend homepage. 

 

On Sunday morning all reunion-celebrating alums (class years ending in 4 or 9) are invited to SCHS for liturgy, a free 

continental breakfast and tours of the building.  Online registration for all events is now open, so sign up today.   

We look forward to seeing you in September!   

General Announcements 
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Attention Angels: Do You Love to Sing? 

 

Would you like to share that talent with others and not just in choir class?  Well, you should consider joining Angel 

Arrangement, SCHS’s extracurricular choir (AA meets during STEP and occasionally outside of the school day).  An 

informational meeting will be held during the first STEP class of the school year.  Freshmen and students new to the 

group should expect to audition the last week of August.  If you have questions please contact Mrs. Ayn Coleman, 

Music Director. 

 

Prepping for the Upcoming Year: Are You Ready to Rock? 

 

This is a reminder that students signed up for band or strings should have a minimum of one year of playing  

experience and be able to provide their own instrument and accessories.  There are occasional exceptions (tuba 

players this means you!), but if you signed up for the class and have no instrument, please contact Mrs. Coleman as 

soon as possible.  If you are unsure what accessories your instrument needs, a list will be provided on the first day 

of school.  If you have other questions, please contact Mrs. Coleman. 

 

Secondly, it makes a world of difference to the ear when instruments are kept in good playing condition.  Haven’t 

had yours into the shop for awhile?  It may need a tune up!  Unsure?  Bring your instrument the first week of school 

so that Mrs. Coleman can diagnose the instrument’s condition.  SCHS uses Schmitt Music for instrument repairs.   

 

Lastly, all students should be ready to go with their instruments and accessories by Friday, August 22 so that  
music making may commence! 

 

Music Notes 
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St. Catherine’s to Host Book Fair in August 

 

St. Catherine’s will hold a Book Fair August 14 - 28 in the school cafeteria.  Remember that Middle School students 

are required to read for 30 minutes every night this year so the book fair is a great time to stock up and get ready 

for the 40 Book Challenge!  For those unable to make it to SCHS you can also visit our an online book fair between 

August 9th and 29th. (Watch for a link in an upcoming Weekly Rundown.) 

  

The Online Fair is available for an extended time and all orders ship FREE to SCHS.  It also provides a chance for 

you and your child to create and send Wish Lists to invite family and friends to participate in the Fair.  Further, the 

online version offers the opportunity to purchase books from the middle school’s own online Classroom Wish Lists, 
which will help refresh our classroom libraries and give students access to a variety of new books. To view our 

Wish List select  the “Classroom Wish Lists” tab on the online Book Fair site. Then look for Theresa Dixon’s name 

under the grade listing on the left. 

 

With the middle school bigger than ever, it’s very important we have enough high-interest novels for our students 

to read throughout the 40 Book Challenge.  All in-school and online purchases will benefit our young readers as the 

middle school teachers hope to use the points accrued throughout the fair to later purchase classroom novels from 

Scholastic. Come on out (or log onto!) the Book Fair, get some new reads and help SCHS students in the process! 

 

Questions about the Book Fair can be directed to Theresa Dixon, English Teacher, at 632-2785 ext. 319. 
 

Volunteers Needed 

 

Attention 8th graders - you can get a jump on your volunteer hours by working the book fair.  Help is needed  

August 14-28 with various shifts available.  For training and scheduling info contact Mrs. Dixon.  SCHS also needs 

one adult present whenever the fair is open.  Any parents interested in assisting are asked to contact Mrs. Dixon. 

 

Middle School English Department Accepting Book Donations 

 

Middle school English teachers are seeking new and used books for their classroom libraries. If you have an  

overfilled bookshelf at home please consider helping out. For donation information contact Theresa Dixon. 

 

English Festival Accommodations 

 

This year 7th and 8th graders will be participating in English Fest at the University of Wisconsin-Parkside where 

they’ll have the opportunity to talk about books with their friends, meet authors and more.  Here is the book list for 

this year’s English Fest so the students can get busy reading! 

 

Second Bus Opening for D.C. Trip 

 

SCHS has worked with Hemisphere Travel on the possibility of chartering a  

second bus for the upcoming 8th grade trip to Washington D.C. October 15 - 20.  

Any students or parents interested in putting names on the waiting list for the  

second bus need to fill out the Permission for Medical Treatment, the Tour  

Release Form and the Credit Card Authorization Form and fax them to  

Hemisphere Travel at 847-619-0240. 

 

Questions about the second bus, or the D.C. Trip in general, should be directed to 

Theresa Dixon or Peter Merkel. 

 

Middle School Announcements 
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Welcome to Another Season of Angel Athletics:  

Final Reminders for Fall 

 

Don’t forget that SCHS has launched a brand new athletics website - 

www.schsangels.org is your one-stop shop for everything Angels.  

Those student-athletes who have not yet signed up for their fall 

sport can do so via the site’s online registration page.   

 

A few last minute fall sports reminders: 

 

-There is one more pre-participation high school sports  

evaluation at Wheaton Franciscan Medical Group on Monday, August 

4 from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.  If your athlete still needs a fall physical this 

evaluation fulfills physical examination requirements for WIAA  

participation.  The cost is $25 and the student must be accompanied 

by an adult.  Schedule an appointment online or call (888) 994-3286. 

 

-Permit cards (BLACK for high school, GOLD for middle school)  

can be picked up in the main office one week prior to the start date 

of each sport from Mrs. Redmond.  Athletes must have all online  

registration complete along with a current physical or alternate  

year card and payment made to receive a practice permit.  

 

WIAA Sanction Starting Dates for Fall Sports  
 

High School 
 

Football  8/4 (Equipment), 

   8/5 (Practice) 

Cheerleading 8/4 

Poms 8/4 

Girls’ Golf 8/11 

Boys’ Soccer 8/11 

Girls’ Tennis 8/12 

Boys’ & Girls’ Cross Country 8/18 

Girls’ Volleyball 8/18 

Boys’ Volleyball August 25 

 

-SCHS is looking for volunteer coaches to help with middle school boys’ and girls’ volleyball this season.  Anyone 

interested can contact Corey Scheel, Athletic Director, at 632-2785 ext. 201. 

 

-The Athletic Department is also looking for volunteers interested in helping with concessions and gate admissions 

at all home contests for football and volleyball.  Anyone interested can contact Corey. 

 

-Ready to run?  Anyone interested in running high school cross country this fall should email Coach Scheller. 

 

-The football team is conducting a fundraiser to help raise money for costs associated with their program.  The 

Football Mania Fundraiser is an exciting sweepstakes based on the NFL with 19 prizes awarded weekly and two 

grand prizes at the end of the season.  Each game card has a 1 in 15.7 chance of winning. The $25 cost includes free 

music downloads from CharityStudio. Anyone that would like to purchase a paper ticket can contact Dan  

Miller (262-994-3073) or you can also purchase an ECARD ONLINE.  

 

*If you missed the Fall sports meeting, please be sure to contact your coach to get any missed information.  

Questions regarding middle school cross country or volleyball can be directed to Corey Scheel.  

Athletics 

Middle School 

 

Boys’ & Girls’ Volleyball 8/25 

Cross Country (Co-Ed) 8/25 

Follow @AngelAthletics 

on Twitter for all the  

latest SCHS sports 
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