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by Stephanie Manley

Dear Andy, 
   
   With the holidays coming 
up, how can I comfort those 
who have suffered a serious 
loss? 
          Sincerely,   
                   Holiday Loss Help
 
Dear Holiday Loss Help, 

   I know dealing with loss 
is always difficult during 
the holidays, and people 
you know may be very sad 
about it. The main way 
you can help is to be there 
for them, especially when 
they need a friend to rely 
on. Call or text them to let 
them know you care. It also 
helps to get them out and 
about, especially with fun 
holiday activities. You could 
take your friend skating, (the 
Pettit is always a fun place 
to go), go caroling, invite 
them to bake cookies or you 
could just go look at all the 
wonderful lights on houses. 
Sometimes, all it takes is a 
little holiday spirit to cheer 
up someone who’s feeling a 
little down. I hope this advice 
helps those who might be 
going through a hard time 
this holiday season.

ADVICE COLUMN
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by ChriS KruppPoll
What iS your favorite 

holiday treat?

 85

What are you looKing 
forWard to doing over 

ChriStMaS breaK?

Aryiah Brooks

Natalia Reyes
Steasy Gomez 

Hanging with the fam
Traveling
Carolling

Seeing a Movie
Sledding

Decorating cookies
Iceskating

Hanging with Friends

Candy Canes
Sugar Cookies 

Pie
Cake

Chocolate Chip Cookies
Snickerdoodles

Peanut Butter Cup/
Hershey Kiss Blossoms

    Fudge

reSponSeS

Yours,

Steasy Gomez



Movie Review

This movie is so popular, that I was the only 
one in the theater. Overall, this is a decent 
movie. It’s about an actress and chauffeur, both 
connected through billionaire Howard Hughes. 
They’re not supposed to be together. Yet, they 
go through the struggle of balancing life and 
love together. Howard is portrayed as crazy in 
this movie. He likes to talk to his airplane. His 
very large airplane, which is almost the size of 
a football field. He only eats banana chocolate 
chip ice cream because he’s cuckoo for coco 
puffs. Overall, it is a decent movie.

Netflix 
Review by ChriS Krupp

by ChriS Krupp

RULES DON’T APPLY
3/5 Stars  • PG-13

• The Real O’Neils
• Z Nation
• Deep Impact

RECOMMENDED MOVIES AND T.V. SHOWS
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This movie is about three 
Southern guys who escape hard 
labor prison. They go on an 
adventure through Mississippi 
trying to run from the police. 
The main characters meet many 
famous gangsters and mobsters 
throughout their adventure.

APP OF THE MONTH

 

Rating: 4./5

• Anchorman 2
• Big Daddy
• Mean Girls

Apple Chart Top Songs 

by Keyaira MarShall

1.  “Starboy” - The Weeknd feat. 
Daft Punk

2.  “Black Beatles” - Rae 
Sremmurd feat. Gucci Mane

3.  “Don’t Wanna Know” - 
Maroon 5 feat. Kendrick 
Lamar

4. “24k Magic” - Bruno Mars
5.  “Bad Things” - Machine Gun 

Kelly feat. Camila Cabello
6.  “Closer” - The Chainsmokers 

feat. Halsey
7. “Hallelujah” - Pentatonix
8.  “Starving” - Hailee Steinfeld 

feat. Zedd
9.  “Side to Side” - Ariana 

Grande feat. Nicki Minaj
10. “Fake Love” - Drake

“Starving” - Hailee Steinfeld 
Hailee Steinfeld was born on December 11, 1996 in Los 
Angeles, California. Steinfeld is both an actress as well as 
a musician, although she is better known as an actress. 
After Steinfeld performed the song “Flashlight” in the 
movie Pitch Perfect 2, she released her first single, “Love 
Myself.” The song “Starving” feat. Grey and Zedd peaked 
at number 13 on the Billboard 100. 
 
“Black Beatles” - Rae Sremmurd
Rae Sremmurd is a hip hop duo that includes the members 
Khalif “Swae Lee” Brown and Aaquil “Slim Jxmmi” Brown. 
The duo is best known for their hits “No Flex Zone” and “No 
Type.” These two songs peaked at 36 and 16 respectively, 
on the Billboard Hot 100. The duo’s name was obtained 
by their home label, EarDrummers, by spelling the words 
backwards. The song, “Black Beatles” topped the Billboard 
Hot 100 at #1. This song is best known as being used as the 
song in the Mannequin Challenge.



by daiSy robleS

 

- Ms. Lantz’s Sophomore English classes are 
fighting their public speaking fears by giving 

persuasive speeches. Great job ladies and  
gentlemen!

- In Spanish II, students are learning preterit  
and present tense.

- In World History, Freshmen students are discussing the  
multiple stages of a revolution.

- In Biology, students are learning about DNA and RNA

- In Zoology, students are dissecting crayfish.   

- In Geometry, students are doing proofs of triangles.

Upcoming 
 Events
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Sunday, January 1 

•  new yearS day

Monday, January 2 

•  LaSt day of ChriStMaS break

tueSday, January 3 

•  CLaSSeS reSuMe

Monday, January 9

•  7th Grade retreat

thurSday, January 26

• Junior future pLanninG MeetinG

• extended Step

Monday, January 30

• CathoLiC SChooLS week

tueSday, January 31 

• CathoLiC SChooLS week

by Stephanie 
Manley

by eMMa SCott

by: MiChael de guire

Game review

The game I’m reviewing for this issue is called Undertale. I wouldn’t 
be surprised if some of you have heard of this game ,because 
it’s fairly popular. If you haven’t, it’s a game based on decisions. 
The game mechanics are similar to that of one such as Pokemon, 
where players “walk around” and can be attacked by something. 
A fight may then occur. These fights are turn based and consist 

of you attacking 
your opponent, and 
then your opponent 
attacking you. However, 
you don’t have to fight 
these creatures. You 
can choose to learn 
more about them too. 
So, will you attack, or 
show mercy?

Rating: 9/10   |   Age level: 10+   |   Platform: PC(Steam)

     Classroom 
Updates

CHRISTMAS
THINGS YOU WILL NEED TO MAKE THIS:

Clear ornament, Empty CD, Hot Glue, Silk or Lace (optional)
WHAT TO DO:

1. Carefully cut up an old CD into small pieces that are 
about a centimeter long and wide. 

2. Then, cautiously hot glue the pieces of the CD onto 
the outside of your clear ornament.

3. Let the glue dry for about 5 minutes to make 
sure the pieces are secured onto the 
ornament. 

4. If you would like, stick silver lace or silk into 
the inside of your 
ornament to give the 
inside an ornate look 
and to make the CD 
shine more 
5. Hang your 
ornament on your 
tree, and watch your 
ornament rock the 
Christmas tree.

DIY DECORATIONS

Undertale

http://www.woohome.com/diy-2/
top-36-simple-and-affordable-diy-
christmas-decorations



S p e c i a l 
F e a t u r e

S p e c i a l 
F e a t u r e

A month ago, the SCHS Players had the privilege to put on a 
great show for the St. Catherine’s community. It was called “A 
Good Old Fashioned Big Family Christmas” and was centered 
around a very loving couple, Judith and Hayden, who were 
worried that Judith’s parents were having problems. It was 
entertaining, and super funny. Some audience members said 
that it brought tears to their eyes. Thanks to the SCHS Players 
for all of their hard work, and St. Catherine’s can’t wait to see 
next year’s production.

by raChael CaMande

by Cara de lao
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Happy 
Birthday!

Erin M. 1/1
Natalia R.  1/1
Molly O.  1/5
Allie K.  1/8
Sydney M.  1/8
Kara Z.  1/8
Rashid R.  1/10
Melanie S.  1/10
Kayleigh W.  1/10
Mary T. 1/10
Luis V. 1/14
Ryan S. 1/14
Emma C. 1/15
Kate K.  1/15
Samuel F. 1/17
Breasia E 1/18
James P. 1/19
Tiana M. 1/21
Emily H. 1/24
Kelly L, 1/24
Emilija S. 1/25
Tiana D. 1/26
Luis P. 1/26
Brian S. 1/28
Colin R. 1/28
Samuel M. 1/30
Paul S. 1/31
  

by daiSy robleS

eXCluSive

Meet  
    The Staff

   Daisy Robles

january Fall Play

Christmas 
Baskets  
and Food Drive
St. Cat’s kicked off its annual Christmas Basket Drive on 
November 1st. The High School STEPS contributed to help local 
families enjoy their Christmas a little more this year. 15 families 
and 46 children got presents from the St. Cat’s community. 
Some STEPs picked one student to shop for the families with 
the collected money, and during STEP time, students brought 
in monetary donations or gifts. Student volunteers made sure 
everything was wrapped and tagged by December 15th and 
shipped to the families. Additionally, Middle School STEPS stuffed 
stockings for children as well. Also, there was a school-wide 
food drive, which collected several boxes of food and over $200. 
All food was donated to the St. Vincent de Paul Society of Racine. 
Thank you for everyone who contributed.

Happy 
Sweet 16 
Emily! Love 
Gnochi

Happy 15th 
Birthday, Natalia 
Reyes! Hope it’s 
awesome. From 
your cousin, 
Carmen  
Sosa.

Happy 
Birthday JD 
Payne!! From 
the Group!! 
(Taylor, Cole, 
Chris, and 
Ward)

Happy 
Birthday 
Melanie 
Serrano & 
Kayleigh 
Wallace.

Happy 16th 
birthday 
Emma 
Coady!

WHAT’S YOUR 
FAVORITE 

COLOR?
MY FAVORITE 

COLOR IS PURPLE
 DO YOU HAVE A 

DREAM JOB? WHAT IS IT?
MY DREAM JOB IS EITHER 
A PSYCHOLOGIST OR 
LAWYER.
IF YOU COULD TRAVEL 
ANYWHERE, WHERE 
WOULD YOU GO?

I WOULD GO TO  
IRELAND OR SPAIN.
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Title: To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before
Author: Jenny Han
Suggested Audiences: 12-17
Lexile Level: 630
Genre: Young Adult Fiction
(SD) Rating: 4.5/5
Summary: 16 year old Lara Jean’s love life gets really complicated 
when all of the crushes she’s ever had found out how she felt about 
them...all at once. She must now struggle through the year with 
the lurking fear that her past crushes will come to her and want an 
explanation. As she learns to deal with her past loves face to face, 
Lara Jean discovers that something good may come out of these 
letters after all.

by: SaM de guire
Book Review

Meet  
    The Staff

           Emma Scott

newspaper staff

have you ever had a pet? what iS it? do you have 
one CurrentLy? 

i have tWo CatS and tWo rabbitS. 
in what City were you raiSed? did you enJoy 
GrowinG up there?
i WaS raiSed in raCine, but Would liKe to live 
in london SoMe day. 
do you have a dreaM Job? what iS it? 

i Would love to be a high SChool  
hiStory teaCher.

Sports

AbbY Meyer Interview

by: brenda napoleS  

and eMMa SCott

Christmas Movies

Q: Why is your favorite sport basketball?
A:  Our team built a family and I am close with  

the girls. We will play together, win or lose.

Q:  What are the positive or negative  
aspects about basketball?

A:  The positive thing about basketball is our  
team dynamic and the way we play our  
favorite sport. The negative thing about  
basketball is when we lose, but you can’t  
win them all.

Q:  Where do you see yourself in the future with 
basketball?

A:  I see myself, and my team, doing well and  
having a good high school career in basketball. 

Q:  Do you plan on playing after high school? If so, 
where do you want to go with it?

A:  I might play in college, and if I do, hopefully I can 
go somewhere professional with that.

1.) The Nativity Story - 2006    
2.)  History of Christmas - 

History Channel
3.) A Christmas Carol- 1938
4.) The Polar Express - 2004
5.) Hugo- 2011
6.) The Book Thief- 2013
7.)  The Chronicles of Narnia: 

the Lion, the Witch, and 
the Wardrobe - 2005

8.) Elf - 2003
9.)  Miracle on 34th Street - 

1947
10.)  A Charlie Brown 

Christmas - 1965
11.)  The Little Drummer Boy- 

1968
12.) Funny Farm - 1988

12 MOVIES TO WATCH
OVER CHRISTMAS BREAK

In this 20th century Christmas 
Classic, Frank Capra, producer 

and director, captures 
the audience into 
an ethereal, 
yet amusing 
situation in 
which Clarence, 
a wingless angel, 
accompanies 
‘God’ to look into, 
literally, Clarence’s 
impassible 
mission: guiding 
a discouraged 
George Bailey, who is on the 

fence about committing 
suicide. The initial scene 

doesn’t begin before 
the narrative flashback 

of Baily’s childhood 
mishaps and 

adventures.

Christmas Movie Review:  
It’s a Wonderful Life, 1946

This is a very cute and 
quick read that warms 

your heart.
~ SaM de guire

“
”



why iS the third advent CandLe pink and not the fourth one?
good QueStion.   the four advent CandleS repreSent the four WeeKS We Wait for ChriStMaS.  theSe four 
WeeKS reMind uS of the 4,000 yearS the iSraeliteS Waited for JeSuS.   the CandleS Could all be White, but 
MoSt plaCeS there are three purple and one roSe.  purple iS a SyMbol of penanCe, aS advent iS often Called 
the Mini lent.  by the praCtiCe of penanCe, We MarK our SorroW for SinS and prepare our heartS to reCeive 
forgiveneSS through ChriSt.  roSe iS a SyMbol of Joy, reMeMbering that ChriSt CallS uS to have Joy even 
in the MidSt of Suffering and trialS.  the reaSon that We light the roSe Candle on the third Sunday of advent 
iS beCauSe the entranCe antiphon, i.e. the proper entranCe hyMn for that Sunday, CallS uS to reJoiCe; it goeS: 
“reJoiCe in the lord alWayS; again i Say, reJoiCe. let your forbearanCe be KnoWn to all, for the lord iS near at 
hand; have no anXiety about anything, but in all thingS, by prayer and SuppliCation, With thanKSgiving, let your reQueStS be KnoWn 
to god. lord, you have bleSSed your land; you have turned aWay the Captivity of JaCob.” in latin the firSt Word of the antiphon 
iS gaudate and thuS SoMetiMeS the third WeeK of advent iS Called gaudate Sunday.  prieStS May alSo Wear roSe Colored veStMentS 
on thiS Sunday.

how Can i prepare MySeLf for advent?
i liKe hoW you phraSed that QueStion, beCauSe the Word advent MeanS CoMing. So during the SeaSon of advent We prepare for 
ChriSt’S advent, not only at ChriStMaS but alSo hiS CoMing to uS through the SCriptureS, the SaCraMentS, the otherS around uS and 
hiS final advent When “he Will CoMe again to Judge the living and the dead.”  i Would SuggeSt Several thingS to help uS prepare for 
ChriSt’S CoMing.  read the SCriptureS, the daily readingS for advent, and in faCt, the Whole year, are found on the uSCCb Web 
Site http://WWW.uSCCb.org/. if you SCroll doWn a little you Will See a Calendar Where you Can SeleCt a day and See it’S readingS.  
reading SCripture iS a great Way to groW CloSer to god, and alloW hiM to SpeaK to our heartS and Can be a great Way to help 
uS to begin a ConverSation With ChriSt, i.e. prayer.  SeCondly, i Would reCoMMend MaKing a good eXaMination of ConSCienCe and 
going to the SaCraMent of ConfeSSion.  not only doeS the SaCraMent forgive our SinS, but it alSo helpS uS to See the areaS Where 
We Can WorK on developing virtue and reCeive the graCe of ChriSt to help uS.  laStly, i Would reCoMMend piCKing SoMe aCt of 
Charity that you Can do to ShoW your love of ChriSt by loving otherS, SuCh aS Wrapping preSentS for a Charity or donating food 
and Clothing to thoSe in need.

by SaM deguire

by: father allenAsk Father Allen  

quotes
“The best preparation for tomorrow  

is doing your best today.”
~H. Jackson Brown, Jr.

“Believe you can, and you’re halfway there.” 
~Theodore Roosevelt 

Flashback

THANKS for 
submitting your 
questions to the  

St. Cat’s Newspaper Poll-
Father Allen answered a 

few here! Go to the link for 
the rest.  

http://www.saintcats.
org/campus-

ministry/

Fun Facts

The month of December started off very chilly, so a lot of people started 
bringing out their winter jackets. Ugly Sweater Day (also St. Nick’s Day) 
was on December 6, where students could bring in canned food or a 
$1 donation to be allowed to wear jeans and their ugliest Christmas 
sweater. On the 8th, we celebrated mass for the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception. On the 12th and 16th, we had auditions for the Spring Musical 
“Anything Goes.” This week we had our finals so I hope you studied! Have a 
fun filled break, and we’ll see you back on January 3rd!

The Calcium in our bones and the iron in our blood come  
from the ancient explosions of giant stars.

by: lorenC gaSparov

by: lorenC gaSparov

https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/topics/topic_inspirational.html



by Stephanie 
ManLey 

C O R N E R
Loss is hard especially 
around the holidays. No 
matter how long ago you lost your 
loved one, you still feel the pain and lonliness 
of his or her death. There are many ways to grieve 
and sometimes the best way is to just talk and 
rekindle the memories. Keeping a holiday spirit 
always helps. The feelings you feel are the normal 
grieving process. Knowing that they are common 
may help them seem more normal. It's also 
important to know that some parts od the grieving 
process will pass. Pretending these emotions don’t 

exist or that you aren’t 
struggling doesn’t fix the 
pain.  It may be harder 
during the holidays. Rather 
than avoiding the feelings, 
lean into them. You can 
and will get through the 
holidays.  

If it helps you bring up your loved 
one in the things you do around the 
holiday you could:
• Say a prayer before the Holiday 

dinner about your loved one.
• Light a candle for your loved one.
• Share a favorite story about your 

loved one.
• Have everyone tell a funny story 

about your loved one.
• At your place of worship remember 

them in a prayer.

WAYS TO COPE WITH LOSS 

DEALING WITH 

LOSS 
DURING THE 
HOLIDAYS

by Joe paigaComic

There are practical things 
you can do to get through 
a time of bereavement or 
loss:
• Express yourself....
• Allow yourself to feel 

sad....
• Keep your routine up....
• Sleep....
• Eat healthily....
• Avoid things that "numb" 

the pain, such as 
alcohol....


