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St. Catherine’s senior, Christian Hovan’s Packages of Love, Faith and Hope for Racine 
Foster Care Children.  Racine, WI (3/24/2017) –  
 
St. Catherine’s senior, Christian Hovan is completing the prestigious rank of Eagle Scout with a 

project that is meant to comfort some of Racine’s most vulnerable children. Choosing a final 

Eagle Scout project isn’t easy, as it is long and incredibly involved. According to Christian, “The 

Scout must take full responsibility for planning, developing and leading a service project that 

helps a religious institution, any school or community from start to finish.”  

Choosing from the many communities in Racine that could use some attention was the 

most difficult part. Over the Christmas holiday Christian’s basketball team participated in an 

event organized by their coach, Nick Bennett and another St. Catherine’s family, Lisa and Jeff 

Thema. The event was aimed at bringing joy to a small group of kids who are in the Racine 

Foster Care system. Hovan explains, “The team spent a day being “big buddies” to a group of 

foster children in the area. We had so much fun and made memories that I’ll never forget. After 

the event and hearing the stories about the kids, I knew I wanted to do a project to benefit the 

foster children of Racine. I was compelled to help this group because they’re stuck in a situation 

that they didn’t put themselves in. They didn’t choose to be in their situation and didn’t do 

anything wrong to be stuck in their place. Despite all the efforts by the current foster families, I 

know they go through a lot and I wanted a way to be able to reach out to them and let them know 



that there are people all around them they may not even know who truly care about them.” 

Christian’s goal is to inject warmth and comfort into the hearts of these children at a time when 

their lives are in turmoil.  

The logo Hovan created to accompany the heartwarming package for the approximately 

120 children who are in the foster care system in Racine, says it all. Each part of the logo 

represents another part of his message for these youngsters. The Heart: “You are loved, The 

Cross: Stay strong/keep the faith and The Wings: Angels/people around you want the best for 

you. The package will include a variety of items to make a transition easier for a child, including 

a tie blanket hand crafted by prayer warriors from all over Racine. Each tie will be accompanied 

by a wish, a prayer or an intention for the child totaling over 200 for each blanket. When the 

project is complete, Christian’s team will have created approximately 140 blankets and prayer 

packages and will have said 28,000 prayers/intentions/wishes for the foster care children.  

Christian’s prayer blanket project has been through multiple phases including approvals 

from the Department of Family Services, completing a fundraising application, budgeting, 

writing and delivering appeals for funds and volunteers, planning and purchasing supplies, 

organizing volunteers, designing a meaningful logo and completing the package beyond the 

blanket, as well as promoting the project to the community. According to Hovan, “The goal of 

the project is to spread awareness of the foster care system. I want the community to know that 

there are so many ways – big or small – that they can help and make a positive impact on child’s 

life. People can still get involved in my project by volunteering a bit of time to make a blanket, 

say a prayer on your own for the foster children, or even become a foster parent – they are 

always in need. Children need good, stable, loving homes and people who will care for them. 



Overall, I am hoping to make a difference in the lives of foster children in my community. I want 

to give them strength and add a little bit of joy into their lives.”  

Racine St. Catherine’s is very proud of Christian for his efforts in achieving such a rare 

accomplishment and for creating a wide-spread invitation to pray for and uplift the children in 

the Racine Foster Care System. If you are interested in becoming a foster parent, you can contact 

FosterCare@RacineCounty.com.  

 
St. Catherine’s High School was founded in 1864 along the shores of Lake Michigan by the 
Racine Dominican Sisters determined to spread God’s message through Christian education. 
The co-educational institution promotes diversity and respect while teaching students in 
accordance with the four pillars of the Dominican Order: Community, Prayer, Service and 
Study. St. Catherine’s strives to develop the God-given talents inherent in every student while 
preparing them with the skills, faith and knowledge needed to achieve life success. St. 
Catherine’s prides itself on the immeasurable impact over 16,000 Angel alumni have had on 
countless communities across the world. 

 


