
 
Dear St. Catherine’s Community, 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! I hope your Christmas vacation was restful and relaxing and 
I pray that God will continue to pour his blessings upon you throughout this New Year and 
Semester. As we hit the ground running I would like to keep you up to date on all the Campus 
Ministry happenings. 
After school today I will be doing the traditional Epiphany Blessing of Chalk and Marking of the 
Door as well as blessing the School.  Chalk will be blessed and then used to mark the door frame 
with the marking 20 + C + M + B + 17 and God’s blessing will be called upon all those who enter 
and dwell within the School. 2017 of course is the current year, but the letters C + M + B have a 
double meaning; they represent the names traditionally given to the three wise men Caspar, Melchior 
and Balthazar as well as the Latin words Christus mansionem benedicat: “May `Christ bless the 
house.”  I will also bless the school with Holy Water.  Blessed chalk with instructions will be 
available following Friday’s Blessing so you can mark your own door. This symbolizes welcoming 
Christ into your home and asking for his blessing throughout the New Year. 
January 18th – 25th marks the annual Week of Prayer for Christian unity. During this week, all 
Christians are invited to pray for the grace to overcome all obstacles so that, as Christ prayed at the 
Last Supper, we might all be one as he and the Father are one. The Pontifical Council for promoting 
Christian Unity and the Commission on Faith and Order of the World Council of Churches have put 
together a prayer service for Christian Unity that we will celebrate at St. Catherine’s on Wednesday, 
January 25th at 9:24 a.m. We invite all church leaders who have affiliated students attending St. 
Catherine's to join us for this 40-minute prayer service. If you would like to attend and participate in 
this prayer service or to invite your Church leader, please RSVP to Fr. Allen with your (his or her) 
name, title and the Church that you (he or she) is representing no later than Friday, January 20th. 
Also, you may be involved in this prayer service if you would like, just email Fr. Allen with your 
own name, church, and denomination. 
On Monday Jan 23rd the US Conference of Catholic Bishops calls all throughout the nation to pray 
and offer sacrifices for an end to abortion. On Friday, January 27th, hundreds of thousands of people, 
including many from Catholic high schools across the country will gather in Washington, D.C. for 
the annual March for Life. Here at St. Catherine’s we wish to show our solidarity with those who will 
gather in D.C. to celebrate life and to pray for healing for all those who have been affected by 
abortion. On Sunday January 15 Fr. Allen and Lisa Harris will be taking a small group of students 
down to the March for Life and Prolife Youth Rally and Mass in Chicago.  They will be leaving 
around 8 am and coming back around 7 pm.  There are still a few spots available, if you would like to 
go please email Fr. Allen ASAP to get a permission slip.   
We will again have a Celebrate Life party on Friday, January 20th. After school, everyone is 
invited to gather in/outside the Chapel (we will relocate if we overflow) to pray for an end to 
abortion and for healing for all those who have been affected by it.  Following prayer, all are invited 
to the Campus Ministry room for a Celebrate Life party.  A freewill offering will be taken up at the 
party for CareNet Family Resource center. 
 
I look forward to all the semester has in store and will keep you posted.  May God bless you all! As 
always if you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Fr. Allen  


