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Investing In Future Angels
How a gift today lines into the future

By Stephanie J. May 

Leaving a legacy that will live on long after our time 
on Earth is top of mind for many people.  It has 
been the same for Earl and Kathy (Hackl) Wirtz.  As 
St. Catherine’s alumni (Earl 1958, Kathy 1960) and 
long-time benefactors, they had regularly invested 
in today’s Angels through annual gifts to the school.  
Then, they chose to ensure their support would 
continue perpetually by establishing a named 
endowment fund within the St. Catherine’s High 
School Foundation in 2014.

“It started many years ago when we both recognized 
the value and impact of our own St. Catherine’s 
education,” said Earl.  Kathy explained that their 
experience at the school was so positive that they 
want to help future generations of young women 
and men have the same great opportunities.  She 
added, “St. Cat’s needs to be right where it is for 
Racine,” saying neither of the couple came from 
great means, but Catholic education was a priority 
in both of their homes.  Through the generosity 
of others, they were both able to attend St. Cat’s, 
so they want to return the favor.  In a sense, their 
thoughtful actions are pay-back for the many 
happy memories they were afforded when they 
walked the halls at 12th and Park.

In 2014, Kathy and Earl worked closely with staff 
in St. Catherine’s Development Office to review 
their options for establishing a scholarship fund.  
They learned that creating a named endowment 
at the Foundation would be a wonderful way 
to establish a legacy gift that would live on 
forever, as the amount given to create the fund 
would go into a static fund.  The balance is held 
permanently, and the interest generated funds 
an annual scholarship award for a St. Catherine’s 
student.  Investments held by the Foundation, 
which was established in 1981, have grown 
to about $5 million, and the income from the 
endowment funds annual scholarships, financial 

Earl as a graduating senior in 1958
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aid awards, program support, and one named fund even supports 
general operational expenses for the school.

The minimum amount required to established a named fund 
at the Foundation is $25,000, which can be given as a one-time 
contribution, through a five-year pledge commitment or as part 

of an estate gift.  Kathy and Earl reached their goal in funding their 
endowment in 2016, which in turn now provides an award through 
the Earl J. and Kathryn A. (Hackl) Wirtz Scholarship each year to a 
student who demonstrates an active faith life and an appreciation 
for religious vocations.  

“If Heaven is our goal,” says Earl, “then our priorities should 
be on investing in the places and people we feel strongly 
are getting us closer.  One of those places is St. Catherine’s.”  
The Wirtzes contend that an investment in St. Cat’s is an 
investment in Racine.  Theirs is not only a gift for future 
Angels, but also a ‘thank-you’ to the generous donors of 
the past who were there for them when they needed when 
financial support.  By establishing this endowed fund, they 
are able to offer a consistent and perpetual gift to help 
current and future students attend St. Catherine’s.  Through 
this selfless gesture, this amazing couple has created a legacy 
gift that will live on into the future and actively support the 
school they both love.

Holy Spirt Has Come 
Though For This Challenge
By Joan Bolewski, Senior Director of Annual Giving 

In last spring’s Luminary, we featured a heartwarming story about a special 
fund within the St. Catherine’s High School Foundation. Its purpose is 
“making a St. Catherine’s education attainable for more young women 
and men.” The Holy Spirit Educational Fund was established in 2012 by an 
anonymous alumnus whose dedication to helping St. Catherine’s has made 
an incredible difference for students by supporting overall operations of 
the school. It’s title justly reminds us of the role of the Spirit in fulfilling our 
Catholic, Dominican mission to shape servant leaders.

You may recall that this fund’s thoughtful creator then stepped forward 
with a generous offer – challenging members of the greater St. Catherine’s 
community to make contributions to the Holy Spirit Fund during 2016 
and 2017 – and providing a “match” of up to $100,000, meaning a possible 
$200,000 in new dollars for this endowment!

I’m delighted to report some good news about the Holy Spirit Challenge. 
Combined contributions from caring contributors and “matches” from our 
forward-thinking donor have totaled about $104,000 from the beginning 
of 2016 until now!  This means, though, there is still opportunity for you to 
participate in this wonderful appeal as we aim to attain our goal of $200,000 
by December 31, 2017.

Unlike a scholarship fund, investment income from the Holy Spirit 
Educational Fund helps defray the school’s expenses for day-to-day 
operations. This means gifts to the Holy Spirit Fund help ALL St. Cat’s students 
– not only now, but also future generations of Angel families.

I hope you will see what a phenomenal opportunity this is to be able to make 
a difference for the St. Catherine’s students of today and tomorrow. If you’ve 
not yet made your yearly contribution to St. Catherine’s (or if you can make 
a repeat gift to help even more youngsters realize the benefits of a St. Cat’s 
education), why not make a donation today that will truly “double in impact” 
in so many ways?  

Ways to Support Holy Spirt Challenge
Here are just a few ways you can help us meet the Holy Spirit 
Challenge.
•  If you have a milestone birthday or anniversary coming up in lieu of 

gifts, ask others to make an honorarium to the Foundation’s Holy 
Spirt Challenge.

•  Classes celebrating a reunion can direct their classes to give to the 
Challenge for an even greater pooled gift.

•  Make your giving regular by enrolling in monthly giving online or 
through your bank - all it takes is $10 a month to make a gift of 
over $100 for the year.

•  Help the #HolySpiritChallenge go viral by sharing your support on 
social media.

17-18 Foundation 
Scholarship Winners
Betty Lannoye Memorial Scholarship 
Rachel Comande

Donna L. Beauchamp ’62 Leadership Award 
Lily Ertel, Kelsey Fraley, Yaritza Garcia, Carley Garofalo, Madeline 
Herrera, Anne Howard, Elizabeth May, Erin McCauley, Allison Murray, 
Brock Naidl, Molly O’Brien, Molly O’Regan, Malaney Peterson, Abigail 
Reinhold, Henry Schumacher, Kathryn Smith, Jillian Tringali, Steven 
Van Dis, Emily Wentorf, Sophie Wentorf, Kim Wollenberg

Louis W. DeMark Memorial Scholarship 
Dominic Gullo, Jillian Tringali

Rose A. Dodge Memorial Scholarship 
Emily Wentorf

Dziengel Family Scholarship 
Emily Wentorf

Emery F. and Mildred Heiderman Scholarship 
Grant Bargender

Gedemer/Horton Family Fund 
Dominic Gullo, Malaney Peterson

Louise Huennekens Family Scholarship (renewable) 
Kelsey Fraley

Marsha Ernst Krueger ’59 Scholarship 
Emily Wentorf

The Norman & Phyllis Miller Endowed Scholarship 
Sophie Wentorf

St. John Nepomuk Alumni Scholarship 
Lily Ertel

Raymond & Nancy Olley 
Student Arts Fund 
Meghan Flynn

Romans 12:6-8 
Henry Schumacher, Kathryn 
Smith

Dr. George & Marie Smullen 
Memorial Scholarship 
Demarion Cobb

James & Kathleen Postorino 
Weiss Scholarship (renewable) 
Demarion Cobb, Molly O’Regan

Earl J. & Kathryn A. (Hackl) Wirtz Scholarship  
Emily Wentorf

Since 1981 the Foundation has awarded in excess of $2 million 
in financial support to the school, primarily via scholarships 
and financial aid, with a small percentage supporting academic 
departments and faculty development. For the 2017-18 school year, 
St. Catherine’s will provide over $50,000 in merit-based awards.

Turning 
Annual Gift 
into Perpetual 
Support
 
St. Catherine’s is blessed to have some very loyal 
benefactors. It never ceases to amaze us at the 
number of alumni, past parents and friends of 
the school who make an annual gift to school 
at all levels of giving. Have you ever given any 
thought to making this gift perpetual so that 
even when you’re looking down on your beloved 
school from above, you can still give annually? It’s 
actually much simpler than it sounds.

Here’s an example to think about. If you give 
$100 each year to St. Catherine’s, you could 
join our Benedicta Bauer Planned Giving 
Society by leaving a gift in your will of $2,500 
to the St. Catherine’s High School Foundation. 
The Foundation would hold the gift in its 
endowment, and distribute between 4% and 
5% annually to the school from the earnings on 
their investments – thus ensuring your annual 
support continues. No matter what amount you 
give annually, we can help you determine how 
much you would need to leave behind in your 
estate to the Foundation to maintain your yearly 
commitment. Anyone can leave their legacy to St. 
Cat’s through a planned gift!

If you would like to learn more about this and other 
planned giving opportunities for St. Catherine’s and 
the Foundation, please contact Tim Weiss or Joan 
Bolewski at (262) 632-2785.

New Benedicta Bauer Society 
Members  
(July 1, 2016 – May 15, 2017) 
* indicates deceased donor
Tim Crawford ’66 
Richard ’47 and Virginia Hinsman* 
Gerald Konz ’50* 
Lester Muir*
William Schlachter ’72*
Peter Van Opens ’73

Earl and Kathy Wirtz today.



Dear Friends of St. Catherine’s:
The 2016-17 school year is coming to close, but as you’ll notice 
in this issue of the Luminary we are already looking ahead to next 
year. In May, St. Catherine’s celebrated their awards night to honor 
graduating, current and incoming students. Through sixteen endowed 
scholarships at the St. Catherine’s High School Foundation, 27 students 
are receiving merit-based scholarships for their superior performance 
across criteria ranging from academics to arts to service to leadership. 
These scholarships help us attract and retain the best and brightest 
students while offering relief for families.

The Earl and Kathy (Hackl) Wirtz Scholarship is one of these awards that 
was awarded to Emily Wentorf ’18 for the upcoming school year. Earl and 
Kathy have been long time supporters of St. Catherine’s and a few years 
ago made the decision to cement their legacy of giving by establishing 
a scholarship that aligns with their values. I hope you enjoy reading their 
story and that it might inspire you to think about your own legacy.

If your legacy includes St. Catherine’s, take some time to read about 
ways to support the Foundation now and in the future to ensure 
your contributions last far beyond all of our lives. We want to grow 
our Foundation endowment and the Benedicta Bauer Society for 
planned gifts so Angels 150 years from now will reap the same 
benefits we have all enjoyed from this great institution.

I want to close by recognizing the amazing contributions of two 
recent leaders of the St. Catherine’s High School Foundation. 
In June, Dan Horton ’73 and Kevin McCabe will be stepping off 
the Foundation Board following multiple terms of service. Both 
have served as President of the Foundation during a time when 
we’ve experienced tremendous growth – both financially and 
institutionally. They have left the other directors and me with huge 
shoes to fill and big expectations to live up to, but their commitment 
to St. Catherine’s and Catholic education continues. Thank you, Dan 
and Kevin, for your service to the Foundation and to all of our Angels!

Warmly,

John Busey 
St. Catherine’s High School Foundation President
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Tax-Advantaged Gifts 
April 15th (or 18th this year) has come and gone, but 
it’s never too early to think about how to lower your tax 
burden for next year. Gifts to charity like St. Catherine’s 
and St. Catherine’s High School Foundation are one of the 
many ways you can reduce your tax bill while supporting 
an organization you love. Here are a few tax-advantaged 
ways to give beyond your typical tax deduction.

Gifts of Appreciated Securities

With the stock market trending upwards, you can support 
St. Catherine’s through a gift of appreciated stock you’ve 
held for more than a year. You will be able to deduct the 
full value of the stock on the day you make the gift and 
you won’t have to pay capital gains taxes for the increase 
in value. This is an especially useful strategy in situations 
where you are unsure of the cash basis of a stock or 
mutual fund or to unload a security that has appreciated 
but may have weak long-term prospects.

Qualified Charitable IRA Distributions

For those of you 70 ½ or older who have an IRA, you are 
probably aware that you are required to take a minimum 
distribution each year (RMD). If you’re in a position 
where you don’t need some or all of your RMD, you can 
instead make a direct distribution to St. Catherine’s or 
the Foundation. The amount given will not only count 
towards your RMD, you’ll also avoid having to pay income 
taxes on the amount given. Rather than paying Uncle 
Sam, you can direct your support to Andy Angel!

If would like to discuss ways you can support the 
Foundation and St. Catherine’s, please contact Tim Weiss 
at (262) 632-2785.

Before making gifts of these types, be sure to contact your tax 
professional and/or financial advisor to determine the best 
method to meet your charitable, financial and tax goals. 


