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SCRIP Program FAQs 
 

 

I hear a lot about the SCRIP program – what is it? 

SCRIP is a fund-raiser that allows St. Catherine’s to purchase gift cards to hundreds of          

well-known retailers through a clearing house at discounts negotiated with each retailer.            

St. Catherine’s then makes those cards available to school families at face value.  The difference 

between the purchase cost and the sales amount is our profit.  The profit is shared 70/30 with 

the purchasing family: 70% is allocated to the purchasing family and 30% goes to a scholarship 

program. 

 

Which retailers participate in the SCRIP program? 

Most of our local grocery stores and gas stations participate, as do discount and standard 

retailers like WalMart, Kmart, Target, Boston Store, JCPenney and more.  Craft stores, drug 

stores, home improvement stores, movie theatres and many restaurants also participate.  You can 

even purchase hotel and airline vouchers through the program.  In short, you can find gift cards 

for just about any place you regularly shop! 

 

So how much money can be earned through the SCRIP program? 

Discounts range from 1.5% to more than 20%; the average is about 5%.  That means that for each 

$100 spent, St. Catherine’s earns an average of $5.  Of that money, $1.80 goes to the scholarship 

program, and $3.20 can be applied to your tuition. 

 

That’s nice, but $3.20 doesn’t make much of a dent in my total tuition! 

The SCRIP program is designed to be used on a regular basis.  If you make a $200 purchase each 

week to cover gas, groceries and sundry purchases, you will accumulate about $6.40 each week.  

Over the course of a year – about 50 weeks – you can earn $320 toward your tuition! 

 

Now that sounds more like it!  Can I earn even more? 

If you have family, friends, neighbors or co-workers who participate in the program, they can 

request that their earnings be applied to your child.  In the past, some families have accumulated 

more than $1,000 during a single year! 

 

OK – I’m sold – How do I sign up? 

Using the SCRIP program is easy.  Just follow the link from the SCRIP option under the Current 

Families tab on the St. Cat’s website.  All the information you need to for the sign up at the SCRIP 

website is there.   The SCRIP website will guide you through their easy sign up process.  While 

you’re on the SCRIP page on the St. Cat’s site, be sure to complete a SCRIP agreement.  This form 

allows you to specify who should receive the money you earn.  Money can be applied to tuition for 

your family, another family, or to specialized programs such as the Drama department or Library, 

or applied to scholarship programs. 
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Once I have signed up, how do I place my orders? 

You can place your order online using the SCRIP website.  There is also a paper order form that 

you can complete and send into the office.  Either way, all paid orders are accumulated and sent to 

the SCRIP clearing house to be filled once per week on Friday mornings.  Any order received and 

paid for by that time will be processed. 

 

How do I pay for my order? 

You can send a check or cash into the office to cover the cost of your order.  All orders must be 

paid for before we can process them.  Alternatively, you can set up a PrestoPay account.  

PrestoPay is a direct debit option that allows you to pay by establishing a link to your bank 

account.  Instructions for setting up PrestoPay are on the SCRIP website.  Be aware that the 

entire PrestoPay process will take about 1 full week to complete.  Until it has been completed, 

orders must be paid for by cash or check. 

 

When do I receive my order then? 

The orders are placed on Friday morning.  The gift cards are sent to the school and our faithful 

volunteers fill the orders each Wednesday morning.  Filled orders are ready to go home any time 

after noon on Wednesdays. 

 

Can my child bring my order home? 

If you have completed a waiver, then your order will be sent home with your child - unless you 

specify otherwise.  If you have not completed a waiver, then you must come to the office to pick 

the order up. 

 

What if I don’t have time to wait until next week for my order? 

Many retailers are now offering SCRIPNow! versions of their gift cards.  These are virtual gift 

cards that can be sent to your SCRIP account, e-mail or phone as soon as your order is paid for 

and can be used immediately.  That means if you pay using PrestoPay, you can have your virtual gift 

cards within minutes! 

 

What else do I need to know? 

That’s about it!  It’s really just that easy to start earning FREE MONEY toward your tuition!  And 

remember – when you use gift cards to pay for your purchases, you don’t have to worry about 

identify theft if there is a security breach.  If you have any questions, contact SCHS Scrip 

Coordinator, Jeanne Hanisko, at (262) 770-7391. 
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