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Siena Catholic Schools of Racine Names Willems and Schroeder to Leadership Roles 

RACINE, Wis., January 10, 2018 –Brenda White, President of Siena Catholic Schools, announced 

the appointments of Todd Willems and Stephen G. Schroeder to key leadership positions in the 

newly formed school system. 

Mr. Willems has been appointed Director of Schools and joins Siena Catholic Schools from the 

Messmer Catholic Schools in Milwaukee, where he has served as Principal of the high school 

since 2013. As part of this role, he implemented the Project: Lead the Way Engineering 

curriculum dramatically increasing participation in STEM-based program and furthered 

partnerships with several Milwaukee area universities and Milwaukee area non-profit 

organizations. 

 “Establishing strong leadership is a critical step as we develop our new school system and we 

are fortunate to have Todd taking on the chief academic role,” said Ms. White. “His established 

leadership in advancing Catholic education, his ability to build strong relationships with school 

and parish leaders and deep commitment to the Catholic faith will help us put the Siena 

Catholic School system on a successful, sustainable path to serving students and their families 

for years to come.” 

Prior to his role at Messmer, Mr. Willems served for 8 years in a variety of roles at Catholic 

Central High School in Burlington where he filled a variety of administrative roles while also 

teaching.  A key contribution was a full review and alignment to state and national standards. 

He earned his bachelor’s degree in secondary education from the University of Wisconsin-River 

Falls and a Master of Science in School Leadership and Curriculum/Instruction degree from 

Cardinal Stritch University. 

“It is my sincere pleasure and distinct honor to assume the role as the inaugural Director of 

Schools for the Siena Catholic Schools of Racine,” said Mr. Willems. “Each of our partner 

schools and parishes enjoys a rich history of spiritual, cultural and academic excellence, and I 

am excited to be blessed with the opportunity to become part of this amazing work. I have 

found a strong and caring group of school and community partners committed to growing our 

next generation of community leaders. I look forward to working with our dedicated 

educational staff and school leaders to provide the best possible spiritual and educational 

program for all of our students in Racine.“ 

Mr. Willems will gradually assume his responsibilities as Director of Schools over the next 8 

weeks. He will report to White and will work with the Principals at each of the Siena schools to 

deliver the academic excellence, servant leadership, personal accountability and respect for 

every individual that have traditionally been found in Catholic schools. 
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Mr. Schroeder has been appointed Director of Business and joins Siena Catholic Schools after 

nearly a decade as a finance professional at S.C. Johnson & Son, Inc.  Most recently he has also 

served as an Adjunct faculty member at the University of Wisconsin – Parkside.  He has 

extensive knowledge in Information Technology, Risk Management and Auditing. 

“Steve brings broad administrative experience and an ability to create business processes which 

will be very valuable as we create system-wide structures,” said Dean Landry, Chairperson of 

the Siena Board Finance Committee and St. Rita Parish Trustee. “He has demonstrated 

leadership in his corporate, academic and military experiences as well as a spirit of 

collaboration.  As the parent of children in our Siena system, he brings a unique perspective and 

a commitment to the Catholic learning environment.” 

Prior to his role at S.C. Johnson, Mr. Schroeder served as Enterprise Risk Manager at Deloitte & 

Touche, LLP, an international accounting firm, where he was responsible for planning, 

management and execution of audits and initiatives for a wide range of clients.  He is an Air 

Force veteran where he rose to the position of Officer in Charge at the Aircraft Generation 

Squadron of the Illinois Air National Guard. He earned his bachelor’s degree in Business 

Management at Northeastern Illinois University and an MBA from the University of Wisconsin - 

Parkside. 

“Assuming a position of service and leadership for the Catholic Schools in Racine is very 

inspiring,” said Mr. Schroeder.  “I look forward to seeing all the schools and parishes come 

together in new ways to serve the families and students in Racine.  I am eager to contribute to 

the vision of creating positive change for our community by graduating life-long learners who 

are grounded in strong Gospel values and ready for the challenges of our rapidly changing 

world”.  

Mr. Schroeder assumed his responsibilities in late November and has been actively working 

with the Siena Board, Business Managers of the Racine Catholic parishes and Administrative 

leaders at St. Catherine’s High and Middle School. 

About Siena Catholic Schools of Racine 

Siena Catholic Schools of Racine unites the area’s five Catholic elementary schools (John Paul II 

Academy, Our Lady of Grace Academy, St. Joseph, St. Lucy, St. Rita) and one middle/high school 

(St. Catherine) in a regional model of Catholic education intended to preserve the individual 

identity, history and uniqueness of each school while maximizing the impact of collective 

strength. 
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The 2017-18 school year is a year of transition, moving from the previous model of individual 

schools to a collaborative system with full implementation targeted for July 2018.  System 

development has been aligned with the National Standards and Benchmarks for Effective 

Catholic Elementary and Secondary Schools to ensure a commitment to excellence across a 

variety of activities including Mission and Catholic Identity, Governance and Leadership, 

Academic Excellence, and Operational Vitality.  

In July 2017, the State of Wisconsin approved the articles of incorporation for Siena Catholic 

Schools of Racine, officially marking its launch as a not-for-profit corporation in Wisconsin.  

More information about Siena Catholic Schools may be found at 

www.racinecatholicschools.org. 

Additional requests may also be directed to Stephanie May, Director of Communications, St. 

Catherine’s at smay@saintcats.org  
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