
 

Something to Share 
  

February 14, 2018 
 
Dear Siena Team Members, 
 
“And now these three remain:  faith, hope and love.  But the greatest of these is 
love.”    1 Corinthians 13:13 
 
Celebrating Love 
 
As I write to you it is the first day of Lent, Ash Wednesday, and we are celebrating 
Valentine’s Day.  What a combination of events occurring on the same date!  For 
Catholics, Ash Wednesday is a day of peace and marks the beginning of our 
journey towards Easter Sunday.  We are called during Lent to pray, fast, and 
perform works of charity.    Students and staff across our schools attended mass 
today and wore ashes on their foreheads as a sign of our faith and our need to 
repent.   It is rare that we wear a cross of ashes on our heads on the same day that 
we are exchanging valentines and small tokens of our love for those we hold dear.   
At the center of Valentine’s Day and Ash Wednesday is the gift of God’s great love 
in our lives.   Happy Valentine’s Day and may your journey during Lent draw you 
closer to the heart of our Savior. 
 
Parent Engagement 
 
Parent engagement plays a key role in the success of our students and our 
schools.  We value parent input and are grateful for the responses we received 
from our December survey.   The feedback is helping us in our marketing and 
communication efforts, as we begin to shape the brand identity and logos for our 
Siena system.  The survey responses are also helping us identify what parents 
value most about our Catholic schools and our areas for growth.  Thanks to all 
who took the time to share their thoughts and suggestions with us.  Your efforts 
make a difference. 
 
Seeking Representatives 
 
In the coming weeks we will be forming a new Advisory Council for Gifted and 
Talented Students.  The purpose of this council will be to provide input in the 
design of programs and services to meet the needs of our gifted and talented 
students.   We are seeking parents, teachers, and community members who want 
to get involved and help us plan programs that will engage, motivate and inspire 
each student to meet their God-given potential.  Please contact me at 
bwhite@sienacatholicschools.org to nominate yourself or someone you know for 
this council. 
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Our Goal 
 
The goal of Siena Catholic Schools is help each student become a life-long learner 
who is prepared academically and spiritually for higher education and a rapidly 
changing world.   We will accomplish this goal through strengthening the 
academic excellence, Catholic culture, and operational vitality in our schools.   
 

Technology Assessment 
 
A detailed technology assessment is underway at each of our schools.  The 
information gained from this assessment will be used as input for the 
development of a system technology plan.   Members of our Education and 
Technology Committees are collaborating in the development of a technology 
strategy that will provide needed resources for our schools.  Steve Schroeder, our 
Director of Business, is coordinating the work.    
 
Grateful Hearts 
 
Valentine’s Day is the perfect time to say thanks to the wonderful teachers, staff 
and administrators who serve our students each day.  Your care, dedication, and 
commitment to growing minds and hearts for Christ makes a difference in the 
lives of our students.   
 
We are also grateful to our ten sponsoring parishes and the Racine Dominican 
Sisters for their ongoing support of our six schools and 1650 students.   Thank 
you for helping us serve our families and students through Catholic education in 
Racine. 
 
Best regards, 
 

Brenda 

Brenda White 
President 
Siena Catholic Schools of Racine 


